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Leo J. Malloy, 81. Of 1304 A. 295th
Street, Rhodes, died Jan. 22, 2003 at
the Marshalltown Medical & Surgical
Center.

Funeral mass was set for 10:30 Friday
at the St. Henry’s Catholic Church with
Fr. Louis Jaeger celebrating. Following
a luncheon at the church, burial was at
the St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Rhodes.
There was a Knights of Columbus Ro-
sary and a public scripture vigil service
at the funeral home.

Leo was born April 20, 1921 near Rho-
des, the son of Thomas B. and Lauretta
M. Goodman Malloy.

On Sept. 6, 1944, at the St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Rhodes he was
united in marriage to Elizabeth
Malechek.

Reared and educated in the Rhodes area
he graduated from the Rhodes High

School in 1939. He began farming with

his father and in 1954 they moved to
the family farm, in 1984 that farm be-
came a Century Farm. Leo served as
sexton of the St. Joseph’s Cemetery at
Rhodes from 1949 to 1995. His mem-
berships include the St. Henry’s Catho-
lic Church in Marshalltown, the Knights
of Columbus of which he was a 4th De-
gree Knight, a former member of the
Rhodes School Board, Farm Bureau,
and a member of the Board of Trustees
of the Rhodes Elders Homes.

His survivors are his wife, and four
sons, Dennis L. (JoLene); Thomas J.
(Resa); Michael R.

(Traci): and Patrick A.

(Karla) Malloy all from

Rhodes area, eight grand-

children and one great-

grandchild; two sisters

Maurine “Sue” Worley of
Marshalltown and Jean,

Mrs. Stan Randall of Mel-

bourne.

Preceding Leo in death

were his parents, a twin

sister Lorraine, one

brother Raymond and two

sisters Margaret and

Grace.

Our Deepest Condolences

to his family and friends.
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RHODES RESIDENTS MOURN THE LOSS OF THREE PEOPLE WITHIN A

MONTH

In a community of less than 300 people, the deaths of three long-time residents
~# within a month leaves nearly everyone affected, either as a family member or a friend.
All of them lived virtually their entire lives in Rhodes and last names weren't neces-

. sary. Everyone knew them as Leo, Pete, and Juanita. Each one brought their unique
talents to the community. They married people who had lived most of their lives in the
Rhodes community and raised their families here.

Leo Malloy was 81 years old when he passed away January 22, 2003. The last few
years, he enjoyed driving around town, stopping to talk to anyone who was outdoors or
checking in with his four sons. Leo loved to talk.

In his younger years, he farmed with his father, was a city councilman, a volunteer
fireman, and did electrical work on farm buildings and barns that were not wired when

- e electricity first became available. He liked fixing radios and television sets as a hobby.
He was the Sexton (1949-1995) for St. Joseph's Cemetery, located on land east of town donated by his great-grandfather Joseph
Goodman.

Leo married Elizabeth Malechek and they raised their four sons, Tom, Dennis, Mick and Pat, on the family farm. The Mal-
loy farm is a Century Farm and Leo and Liz received the plaque at the State Fair in Des Moines on their 40" wedding anniver-
sary in 1984. In 1973, Leo and Liz purchased a cabin at Holiday Lake and spent many pleasant hours boating on the water.

Unlike Leo, Gerald "Pete" Richeson was a man of few words. He could go a whole day without saying a word. Pete's par-
ents lived on a farm east of Rhodes and he grew up there. Ruby remembers the two of them walking hand in hand from his farm
home to her home in Rhodes. Pete and Ruby Walker were married in 1936. They raised two sons, Melvin (deceased) and Jerry.

Pete and Ruby celebrated their 60" wedding anniversary in 1996. They were privileged to live long enough to see a great-
granddaughter married.

Pete worked on the railroad and farmed east of Rhodes. He loved doing carpenter work. He and Ruby moved from house to
house in Rhodes, fixing them up and selling them. Pete designed the new basement staircase at the Rhodes United Methodist
church. Unfortunately, Pete fell from the roof of the UM parsonage while working on it, and was no longer able to continue his
carpentry career.

Pete loved fishing almost as much as carpentry. His favorite fishing hole was Hendrickson's Marsh where he spent many
hours fishing for bullheads. In the last few years, Pete and Ruby went riding every afternoon so he could see how the crops were
doing and just to enjoy being outdoors. Pete was 87 years old when he died on February 1, 2003.

Juanita Wignall Gibbs was 70 years old when she passed away on February 12, 2003. She lived her entire life in the Rhodes
community. She attended school in Rhodes and was junior class President in 1948-49. Graduating high school in 1950, she
married Marvin Gibbs the next year. They raised a daughter, Nancy Gibbs Mercer, and a son, Bob, on the Gibbs farm. Marvin
served in the U. S Army during the Korean conflict. He was a member of the VFW and Juanita was a member of the Auxiliary.
They enjoyed the camaraderie of the Legionaries and were always very involved in the activities. Marvin died in 1993.

Juanita was active in local sports programs and was elected Secretary/Treasurer of the Rhodes Ball Association in 1969.
She was very active in community affairs and genealogy. Juanita was Chairman of the 1983 centennial history book. The book
was very well received and continues to be a treasured reference for community history. She loved to bowl and is listed in the
Marshalltown Bowler's Hall of Fame, and was active in the Alumni Association. In 1996, Juanita was proud to have five gen-
erations of her family living in the Rhodes area. In later years, she was active in the Rhodes Historical Society and in publishing
the local newspaper.

All of these people gave of themselves, carrying on a tradition of service to the community established by their ancestors.
To simply say they will be missed doesn't do justice to their many contributions. We join in expressing our heartfelt sympathy to
their families.

Quhmitted hv Alice Karcien

The family
of Leo Mal-
loy of Rho-
des would
like to
thank eve-
ryone who
offered
their sym-
TR et pathies at
the visitation and funeral, and
those who sent cards, food, and
plants, and memorial dona-
tions. A special thanks to Father
Louis Jaeger of Saint Henry’s
Church and also the Rhodes and
Melbourne Ist Responders.
Your love and support were
greatly appreciated.
Elizabeth Malloy
Dennis & JoLene Malloy
& family
Tom & Resa Malloy & family
Mick & Traci Malloy & family
Pat & Karla Malloy & family
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Leo J. Malloy, 81

Leo J. Malloy, 81, rural Rhodes,
died Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2003 at
the Marshalltown Medical &
Surgical Center.

Funeral Mass was held Friday,
Jan. 30 at the St. Henry’s Catholic
Church with Fr. Louis Jaeger
celebrating. Burial followed at the
St. Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery in
. Rhodes. Casket bearers were Gary
Thursby, Gary Ripperger, Joe
Malechek, Tracey Malloy, Jamie
Malloy, Marty Malloy, Mike
Malloy and Joe Worley. Honorary
bearers were Tim Skinner, Doug
Kunkel, Jeff Johnston, Bob
Malechek, Jon Malechek and Stan
Randall, Jr. A group in attendance
were from the Knights of
Columbus.

He was born April 20, 1921 near

Rhodes, the son of Thomas B. and

Lauretta M. Goodman Malloy.

On Sept. 6, 1944 at the St.
Joseph’s  Catholic  Church in
Rhodes he was united in marriage
to Elizabeth Malachek, and she
survives.

Reared and educated in the
Rhodes area, he graduated from
Rhodes High School in 1939. He

began farming with his father and
in 1954 they moved to the family
farm, in 1984 that farm became a
Century Farm. He had served as
sexton of the St. Joseph’s Cemetery
in Rhodes from 1949 to 1995.

His memberships include the St.
Henry’s Catholic  Church in
Marshalltown, the Knights of
Columbus of which he is a 4th
Degree Knight, a former member of
the Rhodes School Board, Farm
Bureau and a member of the Board
of Trustees .of the Rhodes Elder
Homes.

Four sons survive Dennis L
(JoLene) Malloy, Thomas J. (Resa)
Malloy, Michael R. (Traci) Malloy
and Patrick A. (Karla) Malloy all of
the Rhodes area. Also eight
grandchildren and one great
grandchild survive. In addition,
there are two sisters surviving
Maurine  “Sue”  Worley of
Marshalltown and Jean, Mrs. Stan
R. Randall of Melbourne.

Preceding Leo in death were his
parents, a twin sister Lorraine, a
brother, Raymond and two sisters
Margaret and Grace.

Estel-Perrin-Avey Funeral Home
was in charge of arrangements.



